From: lerner lernerlawmt.com

To: NominateJudges
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Eric Hummel for District Judge Thirteenth Judicial District
Date: Friday, September 5, 2025 11:41:56 AM

Dear Governor Gianforte:

| am a Montana Attorney who has been actively practicing in Montana for about 50 years. | have
known Eric Hummel for about 25 years. He was an excellent attorney and is an excellent Justice of
the Peace.

Eric is devoted to applying the existing law, as written, to the facts of a case to reach a neutral
conclusion based solely upon the case’s law and facts.. He will not let his personal views interfere
with his legal analysis or decision in any case. He is able, intellectual, scholarly and well-suited to be a
District Judge. He interprets the law in a conservative fashion without stretching the law to support
one side or the other of a controversy.

Eric has deep ties with Billings and therefore is a natural for appointment to a judgeship in
Yellowstone County.

| sincerely recommend Edric for the currently open position as a District Judge in Yellowstone
County.

Thank you for your consideration.
Very truly yours,
/S/ Alan J. Lerner

88 Stafford St.
Kalispell, MT 59902
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From:
To:

linda franson
NominateJudges

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Letter for Eric Hummel

Date:

Wednesday, September 3, 2025 12:09:19 PM

Sent from my iPhone

Subject: Letter for Eric Hummel

September 3, 2025
Dear Governor Gianforte,

I have known Eric since he was 10, which is now 45 years.
He was verbal and responsive already as a young boy. I have
seen him at many stages of his education and career. Since he
became a judge 9 years ago, I have watched him sitting on the
bench in Kalispell interacting with those coming before him.
He is organized and efficient, gives individual attention,
listens and respects points of view. He presents legal
information in a way that a layman can understand. He is also
fluent in Spanish and uses this competence at least once a
week 1n court. In short, he is a master communicator.

Eric’s experiences have been varied. For two years during
high school on the weekends he worked at McDonalds in
Billings. He spent a year in Honduras as an exchange student
between his 11th and 12 grades. This experience, and later
minoring in Spanish, broadened him and his perspectives to
cultural differences. As a former public high school language
teacher I know the value of living in a foreign country.

He has been a continuous member of music groups from
junior high until today. Now he plays clarinet with the
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Flathead Valley Community Band. This creates a balanced life
and personality.

It seems easy for Eric to engage people in conversation. He is
respectful, has a developed humorous side, likes to hear and
tell stories.

I’m always amazed that he goes on long backpacks in Glacier
National Park, sometimes alone. It’s remarkable.

Besides being an experienced judge who presides with
integrity, I see him also as a person with close ties to his
community. He has a healthy sphere of interests: he is
member of Rotary, the adult band, the Glacier Art Museum
governing board, skis, plays golf and pickle ball.

In conclusion, I believe Eric is worthy of an appointment as
District Court Judge in Yellowstone County.

/s LINDA L. FRANSON
Linda L Franson

3051 Lloyd Mangrum Lane
Billings, MT 59106



From: Tyler Urlacher

To: NominateJudges
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Eric Hummel nomination.
Date: Wednesday, September 3, 2025 12:32:54 PM

I would like to provide my opinion on the application of the responsible and reasonable Eric
Hummel.

I believe he would be a fantastic addition to the 13th Judicial District court and would provide
fair and just sentences to the convicted.

He operates with heart, integrity, and a passion for the people of Montana.
Please consider him for this position.

Thank you


mailto:mrtylerurlacher@gmail.com
mailto:NominateJudges@mt.gov

From: Carlson, Sandy

To: NominateJudges
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Eric Hummel - Letter of Support
Date: Sunday, September 21, 2025 9:09:53 PM

To whom it may concern,

I am writing in support of Mr. Eric Hummel for the Thirteenth Judicial District Judgeship. | met Mr.
Hummel roughly 8 years ago when he joined the Kalispell Daybreak Rotary Club, of which | have been
a member for 22 years. Ericis an active member of our club. And he is very well respected in the
Kalispell community. He has the reputation of being a fair and impartial past attorney and current
judge. He would be an asset to the Thirteenth Judicial District.

Please feel free to contact me should you have questions.

Sincerely,

Sandy Carlson
Donor Recruitment Account Manager |l

American Red Cross

Idaho Montana Blood Services Region
126 North Meridian Road

Kalispell, MT 59901

(406)250-8516 (c)
sandy.carlson@redcross.org.
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From: andy@rahnland.com

To: NominateJudges

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Letter of support for Eric Hummel
Date: Wednesday, September 24, 2025 12:14:31 PM
Attachments: email-signature-block.png

Dear Governor Gianforte:

I am writing to you in support the nomination of Eric Hummel for 13th Judicial District Court
judge.

Eric recently joined my family, marrying my closest cousin. Eric has proven himself to be an
honorable and quality man, treating my cousin and our entire family with the utmost of respect
and integrity. I have spent time with his family, and have found Eric and his entire family to
be kind, considerate and accomplished people.

I believe Eric has the intelligence, experience and character to be an excellent judge. I hope
you will give him serious consideration.

Sincerely,

Andrew Rahn, ARA

Accredited Rural Appraiser

Billings, MT

mtlandsource.com [mtlandsource.com]
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Pete Melnick

123 Main Street
Kalispell, MT 59901
(406) 555-1234
pmelnick@email.com

September 25, 2025

The Honorable Greg Gianforte
Governor of the State of Montana
P.O. Box 200801

Helena, MT 59620-0801

Dear Governor Gianforte,

| am writing in strong support of Judge Eric Hummel for appointment to the 13th Judicial District
Judgeship.

I have known Judge Hummel for the past four years, and in that time | have been consistently
impressed by his work ethic, fairness, and deep commitment to ensuring that justice is delivered
impartially. He has been instrumental in upholding the principle that people deserve to be treated with
accountability and fairness in Flathead County.

As someone who served 25 years on active duty in the United States Coast Guard, | am well
acquainted with the Uniform Code of Military Justice (UCMJ) and the essential role it plays in
maintaining good order, discipline, and accountability. These are not abstract ideals but the foundation
of effective organizations and communities. | have found Judge Hummel’s record on the bench to
reflect those same principles in the criminal justice system. His judgments reinforce fairness while also
promoting accountability—critical qualities that sustain confidence in the rule of law.

Judge Hummel brings integrity, diligence, and balance to the bench. | am confident that he will carry
these same qualities into the 13th Judicial District, and | strongly encourage you to appoint him to this
important position.

Respectfully,

P.N. M
Pete Melnick
Flathead County Administrator
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From: Karl Rudbach

To: NominateJudges
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Eric Hummel for District Judge Thirteenth Judicial District
Date: Monday, September 29, 2025 9:29:10 AM

Dear Governor Gianforte,

| am a Montana attorney who has been licensed for 30 years. | clerked for a judge for the
first 2 of those years and have been in private practice for the past approximately 28
years. | have known Eric Hummel for nearly all of that time.

He has extensive experience as a prosecutor, in private practice and as a Justice of the
Peace. No matter what role he was filling at a particular time, I’'ve always found Judge
Hummelto be intelligent, reasonable and even-tempered. During his time on the bench,
he has, without exception, been fair and courteous to both counsel and litigants. Itis my
impression that his only agenda as a Judge has been to get the correct answer in the
most reasonable and efficient way possible. This is the essence of what a good judge
should be.

While | will be sad to see Judge Hummel leave the Flathead Valley, | know he has strong
ties to Yellowstone County so | understand his desire to return. | strongly encourage you
to nominate Eric Hummel for one of the two District Court Judge positions in the
Montana Thirteenth Judicial District.

Sincerely,

Karl K. Rudbach

Hash, Rudbach, Hutchison & Murray, PLLP
136 15t Avenue West

Kalispell, MT 59901

(406) 755-6919

karl@hashlaw.com
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From: Stephanie Breck

To: NominateJudges

Cc: Justin Breck; Marcy Hall

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Attn.: Hannah Slusser - Judge Eric Hummel for Vacancy in Thirteenth Judicial District - Yellowstone
County

Date: Monday, September 29, 2025 1:51:51 PM

Importance: High

Dear Governor Gianforte:

| write to you today in full support of Judge Eric Hummel’s application for one of the two
existing vacancies for District Court Judge in the State’s Thirteenth Judicial District. | have
known Judge Hummel, both professionally and personally for eighteen years. My association
with him began when my husband (and law partner, Justin) and | started attending meetings of
the Northwest Montana Bar Association in late 2007. Justin later became President of that
local bar association and served in that position for the years 2009 and 2010, with Judge
Hummel’s loyal support. Like my husband, | also know Judge Hummel as Eric, and consider
him to be a very close friend and incredibly talented, professional, fair, and just colleague.

Eric Hummelis an excellent judge. | practice actively in our Justices Court and District Court
and am well aware of his reputation, his rulings and his demeanor on the bench. In all of the
time I’ve known Eric, he has consistently and, without fail, demonstrated himself to be loyal to
the rule of law, committed to the ideals of a fair, balanced, and objective judiciary, respectful
of his clients and the parties who come before him in Court, and possessed of an uncanny
knowledge and grasp of both statutory law and case precedent. The depth, breadth, and
scope of Eric’s experience as a prosecutor, civil defense litigator, private practitioner (in large,
medium, and solo practitioner firms), and as a Justice of the Peace, have equipped him for the
job of District Court Judge in ways very few lawyers have undergone. Furthermore, Eric’s
commitment to being a part of the judiciary and serving the people of Montana in that capacity
is real and for the right reasons.

Itis my firm belief, as a lawyer, owner of a small private practice, a contracted city attorney for
the City of Columbia Falls, and a friend, that Eric Hummel is, without question, the most
qualified of the six applicants for the position to fill one of the two vacancies for District Court
Judge for the Thirteenth Judicial District. Any district would be lucky to have a judge as
knowledgeable, conscientious, unflappable and fair as Eric Hummel. Thank you for the
opportunity to express my support.

Stephanie M. Breck
Breck Law Office, PC

P.O. Box 2071

Columbia Falls, MT 59912
(406) 892-4446

This email transmission may contain confidential information and also may be legally privileged as an attorney-
client communication. It is intended solely for use by the individual or entity named as recipient hereof. If you
are not the intended recipient, be aware that any disclosure, copying, distribution or use of the contents of this
transmission is prohibited. If you have received this transmission in error, please notify the sender by reply
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email or by calling Breck Law Office at (406) 892-4446, and delete the copy you received. Thank you.



From: Tere Hash

To: NominateJudges
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Eric Hummel for Yellowstone County judge
Date: Monday, September 29, 2025 10:29:03 AM

Dear Governor Gianforte,

I am a Montana attorney who has been licensed for over 40 years. | clerked for the
Montana Supreme Court following law school, was in private practice and worked as a
Standing Master and Judicial Staff research attorney for 30 of those years. | have known
Eric Hummel from the beginning of his legal career in Flathead Valley.

He has extensive experience as a prosecutor, in private practice and as a Justice of the
Peace. No matter what role he was filling at a particular time, I’ve always found Judge
Hummelto be intelligent, reasonable and even-tempered. During his time on the bench,
he has, without exception, been fair and courteous to both counsel and litigants. Itis my
impression that his only agenda as a Judge has been to get the correct answer in the
most reasonable and efficient way possible. This is the essence of what a good judge
should be.

While | will be sad to see Judge Hummel leave the Flathead Valley, | know he has strong
ties to Yellowstone County so | understand his desire to return. | strongly encourage you
to nominate Eric Hummel for one of the two District Court Judge positions in the
Montana Thirteenth Judicial District.

Sincerely,

Therese Fox Hash
Hash, Rudbach, Hutchison & Murray, PLLP

136 18t Avenue West

Kalispell, MT 59901
(406) 755-6919

Tfhash@hashlaw.com
Sent from my iPhone
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From: Marcy Hall

To: NominateJudges

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Judge Eric Hummel for Vacancy in Thirteenth Judicial District - Yellowstone County - Attn.: Hannah
Slusser

Date: Monday, September 29, 2025 12:35:18 PM

Importance: High

Dear Governor Gianforte:

Itis with great pleasure and absolute conviction that | write to you today in support of Judge
Hummel’s application for one of the two existing vacancies for District Court Judge in the
State’s Thirteenth Judicial District. | have known Judge Hummel, both professionally and
personally for many years. My association with him began when | started working for the
Flathead County Clerk of Court in 2004 and continued as | worked in District Court and now for
a small law firm. | know Judge Hummel as Eric, and consider him to be a friend and incredibly
talented, professional, fair, and just attorney.

In all of the time I’ve known Eric, he has consistently and, without fail, demonstrated himself
to be loyal to the rule of law, committed to the ideals of a fair, balanced, and objective
judiciary, respectful of his clients and the parties who come before him in Court, and
possessed of an uncanny knowledge and grasp of both statutory law and case precedent. The
depth, breadth, and scope of Eric’s experience as a prosecutor, civil defense litigator, private
practitioner (in large, medium, and solo practitioner firms), and as a Justice of the Peace, have
equipped him for the job of District Court Judge in ways very few lawyers have undergone.

Itis my firm belief, that he is, without question, the most qualified of the six applicants for the
position to fill one of the two vacancies for District Court Judge for the Thirteenth Judicial
District. Thank you for the opportunity to express my support.

Regards,

Marcy M. Hall, Legal Assistant
Breck Law Office, PC

813 Fourth Avenue West

Columbia Falls, MT 59912
Telephone: (406) 892-4446

Fax: (406) 892-4449

Email: marcy@brecklawoffice.com
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From: Justin Breck

To: NominateJudges

Cc: Stephanie Breck

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Judge Eric Hummel for Vacancy in Thirteenth Judicial District - Yellowstone County - Attn.: Hannah
Slusser

Date: Monday, September 29, 2025 12:24:28 PM

Importance: High

Dear Governor Gianforte:

Itis with great pleasure and absolute conviction that | write to you today in support of Judge
Hummel’s application for one of the two existing vacancies for District Court Judge in the
State’s Thirteenth Judicial District. | have known Judge Hummel, both professionally and
personally for eighteen years. My association with him began when | started attending
meetings of the Northwest Montana Bar Association in late 2007. | later became President of
that local bar association and served in that position for the years 2009 and 2010, with Judge
Hummel’s loyal support. | know Judge Hummel as Eric, and consider him to be a very close
friend and incredibly talented, professional, fair, and just colleague.

In all of the time I’ve known Eric, he has consistently and, without fail, demonstrated himself
to be loyal to the rule of law, committed to the ideals of a fair, balanced, and objective
judiciary, respectful of his clients and the parties who come before him in Court, and
possessed of an uncanny knowledge and grasp of both statutory law and case precedent. The
depth, breadth, and scope of Eric’s experience as a prosecutor, civil defense litigator, private
practitioner (in large, medium, and solo practitioner firms), and as a Justice of the Peace, have
equipped him for the job of District Court Judge in ways very few lawyers have undergone.

Itis my firm belief, as a lawyer, owner of a small private practice, a contracted city attorney for
the City of Columbia Falls, and a friend, that he is, without question, the most qualified of the
six applicants for the position to fill one of the two vacancies for District Court Judge for the
Thirteenth Judicial District. Thank you for the opportunity to express my support.

Most Sincerely,

Justin G. Breck

Justin G. Breck
Breck Law Office, P.C.

813 4th Ave. West

P.O. Box 2071

Columbia Falls, MT 59912
Phone: (406) 892-4446

Email: justin@brecklawoffice.com
Web address: www.brecklawoffice.com [brecklawoffice.com
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Justin G. Breck
City Attorney
City of Columbia Falls



From: May, Joseph

To: NominateJudges
Subject: Eric Hummel
Date: Monday, September 29, 2025 12:39:07 PM

To Whom it May Concern,

| am writing to express my support of Flathead County Justice of the Peace Eric Hummell
for appointment to fill a vacancy in the Thirteenth Judicial District as a District Court
Judge.

| have spent most of my adult life in public service, serving for seven years as a law
enforcement civilian employee and over 30 years as a sworn police officer. | retired in
2019 after reaching the level of Deputy Chief of Police. During my years of service, | had
countless contacts with attorneys and judges in civil, municipal, superior, and federal
courts. There are certain qualities | expected in judges and attorneys such as integrity,
honesty, good communication, fairness, and the ability and willingness to find answers
in a timely manner to things that weren’t immediately known to them.

In July 2025, after being retired for six years, | was appointed to the City Judge positionin
Polson. In that role, | was assigned a “Training Judge” whose responsibilities include
ensuring | had knowledge of specific things required for the position and to provide
mentorship and guidance to the new judge. Having a law enforcement background, |
had familiarity with many judicial concepts. Even so, Judge Hummel has been a
tremendous asset to my learning and a great resource to confer with on both specific
items and general rulings of law. | found Judge Hummel to possess those attributes |
mentioned | had come to expect of attorneys and members of the judiciary.

Although | would miss his proximity to Polson and his ability to just stop in to see how
things are going, | believe he would be an asset to the citizens of Montana to serve as a
District Court Judge in the Thirteenth Judicial District. He comes with my highest
recommendation.

Sincerely,

Joseph May, Judge
Polson City Court
106 First Street East
Polson, MT 59860
0: (406)883-8219
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HINCHEY & HINCHEY, P.C. SEAN HINCHEY
705 SOUTH MAIN STREET JULIANNE HINCHEY
KALISPELL, MONTANA 59901 JOHN HINCHEY
PHONE: (406) 756-7004 ATTORNEYS AT LAW

LEGALASST@HINCHEYANDHINCHEY.COM

September 29, 2025

Governor Greg Gianforte
P.O. Box 200801
Helena, MT 59601

RE:  Eric Hummel for Thirteenth Judicial District Court
Dear Governor Gianforte:

Please consider this letter as our highest recommendation for Judge Eric Hummel for the
position of District Court Judge for the Thirteenth Judicial District in Billings.

We have known Eric Hummel for over 25 years, dating back to his time as a Deputy County
Attorney at the Flathead County Attorney’s Office, and leading into his current position of
Flathead County Justice of the Peace, a position which he has held with integrity (handling over
40,000 cases) for approximately ten years.

During all of the years we have known him, Eric Hummel (a Billings native) has
demonstrated the utmost integrity, honesty and an excellent knowledge of the law, likely
formulated during his clerkship with Montana Supreme Court Justice Karla Gray. As you likely
know, supreme court judicial clerkships are reserved for the brightest minds. Eric Hummel is of
gifted intellect, making him uniquely suited for the intellectual rigors of position of district judge
in the largest city in the State of Montana.

As a Deputy County Attorney, Eric Hummel was effective and vigilant in seeking the
interests of public safety both in charging decisions and pursuit of justice on behalf of the
citizens of Flathead County. He was zealous in his position and handled a heavy caseload of
felonies and misdemeanors, many of which were tried to juries with successful results.

Furthermore, since becoming Justice of the Peace, Eric Hummel has demonstrated
efficiency, a calm professional demeanor, fairness, and an ability to handle all types of cases and
personalities, including lawyers, pro-se litigants, and court staff with professionalism and wisdom.
Judge Hummel keeps a tight courtroom and handles every matter in a way that leaves the
constituents of Flathead County feeling better about our system of justice.

For all of these reasons, it is with our very highest regard that we recommend Justice of the
Peace Eric Hummel for the position of District Judge for the Thirteenth Judicial District, State of
Montana.
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Governor Gianforte
9/29/2025

Page 2

/ar

Thank you for your consideration.

Very truly yours,

Qutisniar

Julianne B. Hinchey

John P. Hinchey



	9.29.2025 - Hummel - Public Comment
	9.25.2025 - Hummel - Public Comment
	9.22.2025 - Hummel - Public Comment
	9.8.2025 - Hummel - Public Comment
	[EXTERNAL] Eric Hummel for District Judge Thirt...
	9.3.2025 - Hummel - Public Comment
	[EXTERNAL] Letter for Eric Hummel
	[EXTERNAL] Eric Hummel nomination.


	[EXTERNAL] Eric Hummel  - Letter of Support

	[EXTERNAL] Letter of support for Eric Hummel
	Letter_of_Support_Judge_Hummel_PNM_S

	[EXTERNAL] Eric Hummel for District Judge Thirt...

	[EXTERNAL] Attn._ Hannah Slusser - Judge Eric H...
	[EXTERNAL] Eric Hummel for Yellowstone County j...
	[EXTERNAL] Judge Eric Hummel for Vacancy in Thi...
	[EXTERNAL] Judge Eric Hummel for Vacancy in Thi...
	Eric Hummel
	L- Governore Gianforte re Judge Eric Hummel 9-29-2025


MONTANA
LAND SOURCE
Know the Market





