
THE SUPREME COURT OF MONTANA 

JUSTICE BUILDING 
CHIEF JUSTICE 

CORY J. SWANSON 
215 NORTH SANDERS 

PO BOX 203001 
HELENA, MONTANA 59620-3001 

TELEPHONE (406) 444-5490 
FAX (406) 444-3274 

August 25, 2026 

Greg Gianforte 
Governor, State of Montana 
Office of the Governor 
P.O. Box 200801 
Helena, MT 59620 

Dear Governor Gianforte: 

I am writing to inform you of an impending vacancy in the Eleventh Judicial District, Flathead 
County. District Court Judges Amy Eddy and Dan Wilson are running for the forn1h seat on the 
Montana Supreme Court due to Justice Beth Baker' s retirement. A replacement for either 
Depariment A or Department D will need to be appointed to fill the remainder of the respective 
judge' s term. Judge Eddy's term in Department A ends in December 2030, and Judge Wilson's 
term in Department D ends in December 2028. 

The District Judge vacancy will occur not later than the first Monday in January 2027. I am 
informing you sufficiently in advance in the hopes that you can soon begin the process of filling 
the vacancy to provide a seamless trnnsition. 

Thank you for your leadership in support of the Montana Judicial Branch. Please call upon me 
or Court Administrator Dave McAlpin if our services are needed to fill this vacancy. 

Cory J. ~ ans 
Chief Justice 

c: Hon. Amy Eddy 
Hon. Dan Wilson 
Sara Fredenberg Smith, Clerk of Comi, Flathead County 
Devin Kuntz, Court Administrator 
Dave McAlpin, Supreme Court Administrator 


