
  
 

 
 
 
  
 

   

      
 

          

 

 
 
 

  
  

  

  

       

  
 

     

    

 
  

 
 

 
 

 
  

 
  

 
 

  

  
 

  
  

  

 

OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR

 BUDGET AND PROGRAM PLANNING
 STATE OF MONTANA 

GREG GIANFORTE PO BOX 200802 
GOVERNOR HELENA, MONTANA 59620-0802 

TO:  Agency Directors and Centralized Services Staff 

FROM: Amy Sassano, Deputy Budget Director 
Jason Harlow, Budget & Special Projects Manager 

Date: March 2, 2026 

Subject: 2029 Biennium Budget Starting Point and SABHRS Standard  
Budget Orgs 

The 2029 Executive Budget will use the 2027 Budget (as it will be extracted from SABHRS in July 
2026) as the budget starting point, from which changes will be measured. IBARS will also contain 
FY 2026 actual expenditures.  

These actual expenditures can be used by agencies to calculate/build total budgetary needs for 
FY 2028 and FY 2029. Incremental growth (change packages) will then be measured from the 
2027 budget. In other words, we will build from FY 2026 actuals, and we will measure from the 
FY 2027 budget. 

Each agency will be required to create standard budgets in SABHRS by subclass by fund and 
second level account. These budgets will be mapped to RLs in IBARS via the normal Reporting 
Level and Org/Project mapping exercise. Standard Budgets will only be required for HB 2, 
NAPROP, and Statutory Appropriations.  Standard Budgets are not required for any other sources 
of authority.  Budgets for these sources of authority will still be captured and loaded into IBARS, 
but the data will be captured from the control budget ledger. 

Agencies are required to build standard budgets for every “base” RL4.  Doing so will ensure 
data availability between budget data and programmatic data within EPSI and make budgeting 
each RL more transparent and straightforward. 

Many agencies already have standard budgets in SABHRS as a part of their internal budget 
monitoring processes. Org values used for standard budgets must be different from the control 
budget org. 

One rule of thumb is that a standard budget used to establish the base budget should have some 
relationship to actual expenditures. Therefore, reviewing the orgs (and projects if applicable) that 
are used in posting expenditures and then reusing select orgs (and projects if applicable) as you 
build your standard budget may be a wise idea. This would simplify mapping and ensure that your 
budget starting point, and your actual expenditures are posted to the same reporting levels. 

TELEPHONE: (406) 444-3616 FAX: (406) 444-4670 
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M I N E Montana Information Network for Employees 0 SABHRS e "PIO ,ee ,elf Se • cc) rri Calenda, 

Programs... Benefits... Personnel ... Trrnrnng ... Services ... IT • 

Documentation / SABHRS / SABHRS 

SABHRS 

Subscription Topics 
SAB Communication 
Monage My Subscriptions 

• 1099-MISC/1042-S IRS Reporting 

• Accounts Payable, Payments. & Suppliers 

M I N E Montana Information Network for Employees 0 SABHI 

Programs· Benefits· Personnel.. Training • Services.. IT· 

Documentation / SABHRS / SABHRS Financial Training 

• Transparency - Montana Checkbook 

Fiscal Year End 

• Interface Procedures 
• Interface Record Definitions 

• Query Development 

• Reporting 

o Accounts Receivable 

o Asset Management 

o Billing 

o General Ledger 

o Lease Administration 

o Miscellaneous 

o Navigation 

o Purchasing 

Financials 

User G 
Account 

• APACH 

APAppr 

AP Arch· 

AP Can 

o FA 

AP Clos 

AP Dele 

• AP Ente 

• AP Ente 

• AP Ente 

• AP Ente 

• AP Ente 

AP Ente 

• AP Ente 

SABHRS Information 
• Accounting Forms 

• Financials 

• Human Resources 

• IBARS 

• Security 
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In order to ensure that the STANDARD BUDGETS developed in SABHRS tie to the CONTROL 
BUDGETS that exist in SABHRS, OBPP will pause acceptance of FY 2027 OP, PT, HA, NA, SA, 
and AT (depending on source of authority) BCDs on June 1, 2026.  BCD types related to non-
base sources of authority, such as AA, BA, NB, etc. can still be submitted throughout the fiscal 
year, although it is assumed there would be very few.  

Pausing the submission and processing of FY 2027 BCDs will allow agencies as well as OBPP 
to conduct validations to ensure that the two budgets (Control and Standard) match by subclass, 
by fund, and by first level account. All FY 2027 BCDs will be allowed again sometime after the 
start of the new fiscal year. (Note that after a standard budget is created on SABHRS, each 
change to a “parent” control budget requires a corresponding change in the “child” standard 
budget in order to keep the two in sync.)  

There are a variety of resources available from the SABHRS Support Bureau related to standard 
budgets. Links are provided below, or they can be located on the MINE page under SABHRS 
Documentation (link on lower left side of screen below sign in area).  From mine.mt.gov (scroll to 
bottom) – click SAB and SABHRS Information:  

Select “Financials”: 

https://mine.mt.gov


 

  

 
 

 

Standard Budgets Overview 
• Financials\Training Manuals\Budgets Manual – pages 37 - 43 

Entering a Standard Budgets Journal 
• Financials\General Ledger\GL Enter Standard Budget Journal  

Spreadsheet Journal Import Manual 
• Financials\General Ledger\Spreadsheet Journal Import Manual  

If you have questions about RL mapping, contact OBPP. If you have questions about establishing 
standard budgets, please contact the SABHRS Finance Help Desk.  
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