
STATE OF MONTANA 
OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR 

EXECUTIVE ORDER NO. 9-2021 
 

 
EXECUTIVE ORDER DECLARING THAT THE CURRENT FIRE CONDITIONS ARE CAUSING AN 

EMERGENCY TO EXIST STATEWIDE IN THE STATE OF MONTANA 
 

 
WHEREAS, the people of Montana are faced with an early and severe fire season and limited 
drivers’ hours for wildland fire suppression; 
 
WHEREAS, these conditions have caused an increased short-term demand for aviation fuel and 
necessitate the timely delivery of these products by commercial delivery trucks; 
 
WHEREAS, deliveries to airports and tankers bases are critically low to keep up with the 
demand of aerial assists;  
 
WHEREAS, these shortages and delays may threaten the health, property, and welfare of 
Montanans, warranting the declaration of a short-term energy emergency; 
 
WHEREAS, under Titles 10 and 90, MCA, the Governor may suspend the provisions of any 
agency rule, requirement, or standard if strict compliance would prevent, hinder, or delay 
necessary action in coping with the emergency; and 
 
WHEREAS, relieving “hours of service” requirements for commercial motor carrier vehicles in 
Montana, provided for in § 61-10-154, MCA, and A.R.M. § 18.8.1502, will assist Montanans by 
facilitating and expediting the distribution of petroleum products. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, I, GREG GIANFORTE, Governor of the State of Montana, pursuant to the 
authority vested in me under the Constitution and the laws of the State of Montana, do hereby 
declare that a state of energy emergency exists in Montana, as defined in § 90- 4-302, MCA, 
and order as follows: 
 
In accordance with the A.R.M. 18.8.1502 and FMCSA Title 49 C.F.R. § 390.23(a)(l)(i), Title 49 
C.F.R §§ 390-399 are hereby suspended for motor carriers and persons operating 
commercial vehicles while providing support to fire suppression activities. 
 
All other applicable state and federal regulations shall continue to apply, including but not 
limited to: Title 49 C.F.R. Part 382, Controlled Substances and Alcohol Use and Testing; and 
Title 49 C.F.R. Part 383 Commercial Driver's License Standards; the federal Minimum Levels 
of Financial Responsibility (insurance requirements) Title 49 C.F.R. Part 387; and adherence 
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